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EXCLUSIVE: Yazidi female fighters on
Charlottesville: ‘Unite against fascism’
by Gokcan Aydogan - 14/08/2017 18:48

Members of the Yazidi Sinjar Women’s Units (YJÅž) currently fighting the Islamic
State in its self-declared capital Raqqa, have sent an exclusive photograph to The
Region in which they commemorate Heather Heyer, the anti-fascist activist killed in
Charlottesville.

The four women are seen in the photograph making victory signs and holding two
messages written in black ink on white paper in front of a YJÅž flag and poster of
imprisoned Kurdistan Worker’s party (PKK) leader Abdullah Ocalan. One of the
messages reads, ‘R.I.P Heather Heyer,’ while the other states, ‘Unite against
fascism,’ with #Charlottesville written to the side.

In a short statement sent to The Region along with the photograph, the women said
they were deeply affected by Heather Heyer’s death and called her “a martyr.”

“As women who have suffered at the hands of Daesh [ISIS] we know well the
dangers that fascist, racist, patriarchal and nationalist groups and organisations



pose. Once again men of this mind-set, this time in America, have martyred a
woman, Heather Heyer, who was resisting against the division and destruction of
communities.”

Thirty-two -year-old Heather Heyer was killed after a vehicle driven by white-
supremacist James Alex Fields Jr., rammed into a group of counter protestors
demonstrating against a “Unite the Right” rally organised by white nationalist and far-
right groups in Charlottesville, Virginia.

The statement went on to say that women across the world had stood with the
Yazidis following the Islamic State attack on Sinjar in August 2014 - during which
thousands of women belonging to the minority religious group were killed and
kidnapped - and that now Yazidi women were “organised and strong enough to fight
back.”

“We believe that Heather Heyer’s struggle is our struggle and that the fight against
fascism is a global battle. For this reason, we are calling on women around the world
to unite against fascism and put an end to terrorist groups like Daesh and those
made from the same cloth that kill women like Heather.”

The YJÅž was established in October 2015 to “protect the Yazidi population”
according to the group’s founding document. The all-female group is allied to the
Sinjar Resistance Units (YBÅž), which was trained by the PKK, and adheres to the
ideology of its imprisoned leader Ocalan.


