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U.N. shuttle diplomacy aims to avert
assault on vital Yemen port
by The Region - 12/06/2018 11:40

The United Nations is engaged in "intense" shuttle diplomacy between the Iranaligned Houthi group in Yemen, the United Arab Emirates and Saudi Arabia in a bid
to avert an attack on Yemen's Hodeidah port city, U.N. chief Antonio Guterres said
on Monday.
A Saudi-led coalition military attack or siege on the Houthi-held western city, long a
target in the war, could cost up to 250,000 lives in a worst-case scenario, the United
Nations has warned. The Red Sea port is a lifeline for millions of people, handling
most of the country's commercial imports and humanitarian aid supplies.
The U.N. Security Council met behind closed doors on Monday at the request of
Britain to be briefed on the situation after heavy fighting erupted near Hodeidah on
Friday and Saturday.
"We are, at the present moment, in intense consultation," Guterres told reporters on
Monday. “I hope that it will be possible to avoid a battle for Hodeidah.”

Correspondence sent from European donor governments to aid groups in Yemen on
Saturday warned that "a military assault now looks imminent," according to the text of
the correspondence seen by Reuters.
"The Emiratis have informed us today that they will now give a 3-day grace period for
the UN (and their partners) to leave the city," it said.
A Western diplomat confirmed a "72 hour grace period where they (Emiratis) can
guarantee they won't move," which began on Saturday.
When asked about the three-day deadline to NGOs, Saudi-led coalition spokesman
Turki al-Malki said at a news conference in Riyadh: “We are working through open
and continuous channels with the U.N. envoy to give a chance for a political
solution.”
He said past and present U.N. efforts had been met with “intransigence” by the
Houthis who he said have refused a political solution to end the crisis.
The United Nations relocated members of its international staff from Hodeidah on
Monday.
Guterres said U.N. Yemen envoy Martin Griffiths was shuttling between Sanaa and
also the UAE and Saudi Arabia.
U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo on Monday called on all parties "to honor their
commitments to work with the U.N."
He said in a statement that he had spoken with leaders of the United Arab Emirates
and "made clear our desire to address their security concerns while preserving the
free flow of humanitarian aid and life-saving commercial imports."
Pompeo's statement, while cautionary, did not explicitly urge the Emiratis to avoid an
assault on Hodeidah.
HUMANITARIAN CRISIS
Oxfam, one of the world's biggest disaster relief charities, warned about a potential
assault.
"Our message is clear ... if this assault happens then it would be very difficult to
imagine how difficult the situation the people in Yemen, particularly in Hodeidah, will
be in," said Muhsin Siddiqui, country director of Oxfam.
Griffiths has been working on a peace plan that calls on the Houthi group to give up
its ballistic missiles in return for an end to a Saudi-led coalition bombing campaign
and a transitional governance agreement. He is due to brief the U.N. Security Council

later this month.
Previous U.N. efforts have failed to end the more than three-year-old conflict which
pits the Houthis, who seized the capital Sanaa in 2014, against other Yemeni forces
backed by a coalition loyal to exiled President Abd-Rabbu Mansour Hadi and led by
U.S. allies Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates.
The Western diplomat said there were "a couple of last ditch attempts" to try to see
whether there were any options to de-escalate, including a plan to "see some sort of
a temporary ceasefire," but that would involve the Houthis putting their weapons
down or potentially even moving out of the port.
After briefing the Security Council on Monday, U.N. aid chief Mark Lowcock told
reporters that "if for any period Hodeidah were not to operate effectively the
consequences in humanitarian terms would be catastrophic."
U.S. Defense Secretary Jim Mattis, speaking to reporters at the Pentagon,
acknowledged the "humanitarian crisis" in Yemen and said he had met twice with
Griffiths and also spoken to him by phone.
He cited the possibility that the United States could potentially do more on
humanitarian relief, if asked, but said "right now we have not been asked to do more
than what we're already doing."

